Pour que la nuit finisse

for mezzo soprano and small ensemble

Bart Vanhecke



list of instruments :

bass flute
bass clarinet in Bb

percussion (1 player) :

- marimba
- vibraphone
- crotales (2 octaves)
- triangle
- 2 tam-tams (medium or large)
- waterphone
- 6 gongs:
) " bo

- bass drum
- normal set of mallets and beaters, double bass bow, sand paper.
The percussionist is free to choose mallets and beaters except if otherwise indicated.

mezzo soprano range:

be

Bo

dl

piano

viola
cello

duration: ca. 15 minutes

This piece was commissioned by the Hermes Ensemble



Remarks :

general :

All instruments play with the least possible vibrato throughout, except if
otherwise indicated

All instruments are written in C in the score (bass flute and bass clarinet
sound 1 octave lower than written (indicated by octava-clef), crotales

sound two octaves higher.

All trills are played with the natural upper second except when otherwise
indicated (with a small notehead)

- # : one quarter-tone sharp
- d . one quarter-tone flat

) L }? H H ﬁ H : a little higher (arrow up) or lower (arrow down)

than given accidental

- gliss. . glissando
- sim. : as before
- ord. : normal way of playing (after effect)

: undetermined number of repeated notes of the same pitch
as the first note (in gettato)

- : very high (or highest possible) pitch

wind instruments :

- Fingerings in the score relate to the following charts
(Bartolozzi and Bok):

flute

(on boek))

2 70

Schéma 1 : Selmer (ancien modéle)
Diagrom 1 : Selmer (old model)

Schéma 2 : Selmer (nouveou modéle)
Diagrom 2 : Selmer (new model)

Schéma 3 : Bufet Crampon

Diagrom 3 : Buffet Crampon

18-

-5 : open key
- : closed key

- ® : half open key



J

: harmonics. The note between brackets indicates the
fundamental.

aeolian sound : sound with audible breath noise.

!

»)

: flatterzunge (flz)

: split sound (clarinet)

: Sing (or hum) circle-shaped note while playing a
“normal” note on the instrument. The sung tone should
be softer than the instrumental tone to create distortion of
the tone without really hearing the voice. Sung

notes are written in same transposition as the
instruments. The pitch of the sung note can be transposed
up or down an octave if necessary. Use the pitch that
creates the strongest distortion of the tone.

: (clarinet) tongue slap. normal notehead: with tone. x-
shaped notehead: toneless slap

: Strong tonguing with additional air

: reversed tonguing

: (flute) covered embouchure hole (cover embouchure
hole completely with mouth).

percussion :

- bow

0 s

: smorzato. fast lip movement pronouncing repeated “w”
while playing normally

: use double bass (or cello) bow on indicated instrument

: let vibrate (1.v.) (only indicated before a rest).

: scraping swish with handle of beater at a 90° angle on
gong or tam-tam producing a metallic sound.

- waterphone: always keep the pitch as stable as possible. Only bend the
tone if necessary to get in tune. If no suitable waterphone is available it
may be replaced by (bowed) crotales (sounding two octaves higher than

written).
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: damper pedal

: pedal change

: harmonics. Lightly touch the string with a finger of the
right hand at a node on % of the string length, producing a
tone sounding 2 octaves higher. The key corresponding to
the given string is struck with the left hand.

: damped tone. press string with one or more right hand
fingers hard enough to avoid harmonics.

: pizz. pluck string with finger nail.

: hand slap cluster. Hit strings with the palm of the hand in
a range around the indicated pitch.

: chromatic cluster between indicated limits

strings :

Articulation signs (accents, staccato dots) at the end of a slur are to be
played in the same bowing as the preceding note(s).

- SP

-ord

- gett.

-ST

: sul ponticello. very close to the bridge, producing a very
metallic sound with a rich overtone spectrum.

: normal position on string

: gettato (with unspecified number of notes of the same
pitch as the first note)

: sul tasto

: col legno (CL) battuto (hit with wood of bow)

: slap (Bartok pizzicato)
: cracked sound. Bow slowly with very high bow pressure.

: quarter-tone vibrato

: diamond-shaped noteheads = half stops. left hand presses
down the string very lightly producing “white noise” (and
no harmonic) with only a hint of pitch. This effect can also
be obtained by pressing two fingers next to each other
lightly onto the string while bowing lightly.
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Tempo 1 (J = 66) poco agitato

Pour que la nuit finisse

for my mother

for mezzo soprano and small ensemble

Bart Vanhecke
text: Pierre Reverdy
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